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after a long exhortation, signed him in the name of Jesus Christ. This
expression of the acts seems to imply that he conferred on him the
sacraments of baptism and confirmation.

This magistrate, not having authority to put the martyr to death,
after three days1 imprisonment sent him to Amantius, governor of the
province called the First Pannonia. Prudentius calls him Galerius, governor
of Illyricum, under which Pannonia was comprised. He had probably
both those names, a usual thing at that time among the Romans. The
bishop was carried in chains through all the towns that lay on the Danube,
till being brought before Amantius, then on his return from Scarabantia,
the governor ordered him to be conducted to Sabaria, whither he himself
was going. Certain Christian women in the meantime brought him
refreshments, which as he was blessing, his chains dropped off from his
hands and feet. On his arrival at Sabaria, Amantius ordered him to be
brought before him in the public theatre and, having read the records of
what had passed between him and Maximus, asked the saint if he owned
the truth of the contents, and whether or no he persisted in his former
confession of the Christian faith. The saint answered, " I have confessed
the true God at Siscia; I have never adored any other. Him I carry in
my heart, and no man on earth shall ever be able to separate me from him."
Amantius endeavoured to overcome his resolution by large promises and
by the consideration of his old age; but finding him inflexible, he sentenced
him to be thrown into the river with a millstone at his neck, and his order
was obeyed. But to the great astonishment of the spectators (who were
assembled in crowds on the banks of the river to behold the execution),
the saint, instead of sinking to the bottom, continued a long time above
water, with the millstone at his neck, exhorting the Christians to continue
steadfast in the faith and to dread neither torments nor death itself. But
perceiving that he sank not at all, he began to fear he should lose the
crown of martyrdom. He thereupon addressed himself to Christ in these
words: " It is not wonderful for thee, O almighty Jesus, to stop the
course of rivers as thou didst that of Jordan, nor to make men walk upon
the water, as Peter did on the sea, by thy divine power. These people
have had a sufficient proof in me of the effect of thy power. Grant me
what now remains, and is to be preferred to all things, the happiness of
dying for thee, Jesus Christ my God." He soon after sank to the bottom;
upon whose death the acts of the martyr make this reflection, " That he
with difficulty obtained by his prayers to be drowned." His body was
found a little below the place, and laid in a chapel built on the bank.
Soon after a great church was erected near the gate of Sabaria, leading to
Scarabantia, in which his remains were laid. When, by the inroads of
barbarians* the Pannonians were afterwards driven out of their country,
the relics of this martyr were carried to Rome and deposited in the cata-